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Research Grants





Research Grant Application
	Title of the research proposal
	

	Name of the candidate
	

	Name of the promotor
	

	Name of the second promotor
The appointment of two supervisors is optional
No more than two promotors are permitted
	

	Date of submission
	



Please complete this document in English







Please send the completed application, in Word format, to the Secretariat of the Support Fund Marguerite-Marie Delacroix: carine.janssens@stichtingdelacroix.be

Submission deadlines: 15 April and 1 October

Introductory remarks
1.The aim of the research grants is to promote, support, and facilitate research projects focusing on individuals with intellectual disabilities or cognitive developmental disorders associated with genetic or neurological syndromes, including autism spectrum disorder, with onset during childhood.
The Support Fund prioritizes research aimed at preventing these disorders and their associated complications, as well as the development of innovative strategies in the fields of etiology, diagnosis and therapeutic interventions.
Prevention is understood in a broad sense and includes both primary prevention, i.e. reducing the incidence of developmental disorders and secondary prevention, i.e. limiting the impact and consequences of these disorders. In individuals with autism, for example, this may involve the early detection of autism in young children. The Support Fund prioritizes: (1) fundamental research in translational neuroscience with clinical relevance, including genetic and molecular approaches, and (2) clinical, neurological and behavioral research. 
2. Applications are evaluated by a multidisciplinary and interinstitutional Scientific Committee, which submits its recommendations to the Board of Directors of the Support Fund. The evaluation criteria include: compliance with the objectives of the Support Fund, scientific quality, originality, relevance of the proposed project, potential impact and feasibility, assessed on the basis of the applicant’s profile and the proposed research supervision
3. All projects must be submitted by completing all sections of the “Research Grant Application Form” in English. The completed application must be submitted by email before 15 April or 1 October to the following address: Prof. Em. Dr Rudy Van Coster, Chair of the Scientific Committee of the Marguerite-Marie Delacroix Support Fund, Delportestraat, 2 3300 Tienen, Belgium. The application should also be sent by email to the Secretariat: carine.janssens@stichtingdelacroix.be.
4. If the project is approved for funding, an interview with the researcher (in person or by videoconference) will be organised two months after the project start date, as well as one year after the project start date, in order to assess the progress achieved by the researcher.
5.  Within two months after the end of the grant period, a written final report must be submitted to the Support Fund. This report will allow the Scientific Committee to evaluate the progress made and the results obtained during the research project. A template for preparing the final report is available on the Support Fund’s website. The report should present the scientific results obtained during the research period and should be accompanied by a video presentation entitled “My PhD Thesis in Five Minutes”.
6. An extension of the grant period, up to a maximum total duration of four years, may be granted. To request an extension, a report on the previous research period must first be submitted, together with an overview of potential alternative funding sources. Subsequently, a new “Research Grant Application Form” must be submitted. The latter must be submitted within the usual deadlines (15 April or 1 October).
7. Researchers are required to acknowledge the support of the Support Fund in all communications and publications related to the research carried out within the framework of this project. Researchers are also expected to agree to present the outcomes of their research at the request of the Support Fund within three years after the completion of the funded project. In particular, researchers are expected to make themselves available to actively participate in an annual symposium organised by the Support Fund. Doctoral researchers are also requested to communicate the date of their thesis defence in a timely manner and to provide a copy of their dissertation.




Eligibility criteria

Applicant (young researcher)
(1) Applications are primarily open to researchers enrolled in or starting a doctoral (PhD) program. Post-doctoral applications remain eligible on an exceptional basis, provided that an explicit scientific justification is given for the added value over a doctoral candidacy and that the proposed project is not merely a prolongation of the PhD. 
(2) The candidate researcher may not hold more than one active grant from the Fund at any given time.
(3) The Fund's grant exclusively covers the researcher's salary. It may not be combined with any other funding source covering the same researcher's salary (e.g., other fellowships, institutional salaries, or concurrent grants allocated to personal remuneration).
(4) The Fund does not finance operating costs, consumables, or reagents. Budget requests must be limited to the researcher's salary only.

Promotor
(5) The promotor must be affiliated either with a Belgian university, Belgian university hospital or a recognized center of expertise with a formal link to a Belgian university or co-supervised by a university-affiliated co-promotor. Independent research institutes are eligible under this condition.
(6) A promotor (or co-promotor) may be associated with a maximum of two simultaneously active projects funded by the Fund at any given time. A promotor or (co)-promotor may submit only one proposal per submission round.

Project
(7) The project must be in any area of (bio-)medical, (neuro-)psychological, educational, social, clinical or technology research that focusses on individuals of any age with autism, childhood onset intellectual disability or a neurodevelopmental condition.
(8) The project outcomes should clearly identify potential benefits for the target population. Every application must demonstrate a direct and explicit link to the improvement of the diagnostic or clinical practice and/or to the quality of life and support for persons with intellectual disabilities and/or autism.
(9) Fundamental molecular or cellular research is only eligible if its research question is motivated by a primarily clinical background, with a realistic and concrete identification of the expected impact on diagnosis, therapeutic management or prevention of intellectual disability and/or autism. 
(10) Projects with a primarily organizational or policy-driven purpose are outside the scope of the Fund. Projects with an educational purpose may be considered eligible if they are grounded in original research data and generate measurable scientific outcomes.




Scientific Quality and Impact
(11) The application must formulate explicit research hypotheses and include a methodological plan enabling their empirical testing.
(12) Expected outcomes must be clearly defined, realistic within the proposed timeline and articulated in terms of their potential impact on the understanding of physio-pathological mechanisms or on clinical and educational practice.
(13) Feasibility will be assessed on basis of the applicant's profile, the quality of the scientific supervision, and the adequacy between available resources and the project's objectives.

Duration and Renewal
(14) Grants are awarded for a maximum duration of 2 years.
(15) Renewal is possible once only, for a maximum additional period of 2 years, bringing the total funded period to a maximum of 4 years. Postdoctoral fellowships are not eligible for renewal. 
(16) In order to apply for renewal, the applicant must submit a detailed interim progress report and provide evidence of active prospecting for alternative funding sources. This report must be submitted by the standard deadlines (15 April or 1 October) and accompanied by an updated Research Grant Application form.

Submission
(17) No deadline extensions will be granted (deadlines: 15 April and 1 October). Incomplete or late applications will be automatically excluded from evaluation.
(18) Applications must be submitted in English, with all sections of the official Research Grant Application form duly completed.
.



Important practical notes for completing the grant application

Do not exceed the maximum number of words specified for each text box
Do not remove the page numbering from the document




1. Lay summary of the project

	Provide a description of the research grant proposal. Outline the problem, the objectives and the expected outcomes. This summary is intended for non-specialists in the field and should be written in clear and accessible language. Please explain your project in a way that makes it understandable to a broader audience.
(Maximum 250 words, Helvetica font, 12-point size)







2. Abstract

	Provide a brief description of the research grant proposal. Outline the problem, the objectives and the expected outcomes. This abstract is intended for specialists in the field and should be written using technical terminology. Technical language is also preferred in the following sections (state of the art, objectives, and methodology).
(Maximum 250 words, Helvetica font, 12-point size)







3. State of the Art
	Describe the current state of the art regarding the research topic you intend to investigate. References to papers published by the candidate or by the promotor(s) may be included, but no space is provided for the papers themselves. 
(Maximum 500 words, Helvetica font, 12-point size) 





[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]

4. Project objectives 

	Describe the proposed research and the research hypothesis. Explain why the research is of significant importance. References to papers published by the candidate or by the promotor(s) may be included, but no space is provided for the papers themselves.
(Maximum 500 words, Helvetica font, 12-point size) 







5. Methods
	Provide a detailed description of the methods that will be used. Explain the different steps of your research. References to papers published by the candidate or by the promotor(s) may be included, but no space is provided for the papers themselves.
(Maximum 1000 words, Helvetica font, 12-point size)
Indicate the number of individuals that will be studied (mandatory):
A. Number of individuals to be investigated: .....
B. Number of control individuals: ....
C. Number of individuals not relevant to the study proposed here: ....





6. Dissemination and communication of scientific results 



	The MMD Support Fund encourages broad dissemination of research results. Publication of the results in peer-reviewed journals with a strong impact factor is encouraged. Indicate whether you consider the results of the proposed research to be suitable for publication in such journals, as well as for communication in a non-specialist journal and describe your intentions in this regard.
(Maximum 250 words, Helvetica font, 12-point size)







7. Scientific context

	Explain how the proposed project fits within the research activities of the promotor(s). Describe the national and international context of the proposed project.
(Maximum 250 words, Helvetica font, 12-point size)






8. Research plan

	Create one figure providing a visual representation of your objectives on a timeline (import as an “image”).
















9. Research collaborations
	1. In case of collaboration between two different research groups (each led by one of the promotors): describe the role of the different units and promotors.
2. In case of collaboration with other research groups: provide the name, address, institution and type of collaboration.
(Maximum 500 words, Helvetica font, 12-point size)






10. Potential impact of the research

	The objectives of the MMD Support Fund are to initiate, guide and support research focused on individuals with intellectual disabilities or cognitive developmental disorders associated with a genetic or neurological syndrome, including autism spectrum disorder, with onset during childhood.
The Support Fund focuses on the prevention of disabilities and their associated complications, and therefore on the identification of new strategies in the fields of etiology, diagnosis and therapeutic approaches.
(Maximum 250 words, Helvetica font, 12-point size)






11. Curriculum vitae of the applicant 


A. Personal information of the applicant

	1.  Date of birth 
	

	2. Place of birth
	

	3. Private address
	

	4. Work address
	

	5. Email address
	

	6. Private telephone number
	

	7. Work telephone number
	

	8. Belgian citizenship/other
	





	Languages
	French 
	Dutch 
	English
	other
	
	

	
A: Basic user
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
B: Independent user
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
C: Proficient user
	
	
	
	
	
	






B. Academic achievements of the applicant

	High school
	Name of the school
	City
	Type
	Result
	Graduation year

	
	
	
	
	
	




	Bachelor*



	Academic year
	 Faculty
	Type
	University
	Grade
	Date

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Master*
	Academic year
	 Faculty
	Type
	University
	Grade
	Date

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Master thesis 
	
	Date

	Title:
	



* Please provide the details for each academic year 

C. Additional academic qualifications


	Master-after-
Master*



	Academic year
	 Faculty
	Type
	University
	Grade
	Date

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	PhD**
	Academic year
	 Faculty
	University
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	PhD thesis
	
	Date of 
thesis 
completion

	Title:
	



* Please provide the details for each academic year
** Please fill in this section also if your PhD has been started but not yet been completed 


D. Additional training and certificates

	Type
	
	year

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	








E. Professional experience

a. Current professional activities
	Start date
	Institution
	Function

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


 
b. Previous professional experience of the applicant (most recent first)
	Start date / End date
	Institution
	Function

	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	



	
	
	






c. Scientific activities abroad (for a minimum duration of one month; most recent first)

	Start date / End date
	Country and Institution 
	Function

	
	
	







	
	
	







	
	
	










d. Non-academic activities (only those relevant to the project; maximum 3 activities; most recent first)

	Start date / End date 
	Activity

	


	

	


	

	


	



e.Volunteer work

	Start date / End date
	Activity

	


	

	


	

	


	











F.Publications by the applicant 
(Most recent first, Helvetica font, 12-point size)
(Do not provide a description of the article)

a.Peer reviewed papers published in international journals
(Authors, title, journal, volume, pages, year, impact factor)



b.Papers published in national or local journals
(Authors, title, journal, volume, pages, year)



c.Papers accepted for publication 
(Authors, title, journal)



d.Papers in preparation
(Authors, title)






G.Presentations by the applicant
(Most recent first, Helvetica font, 12-point size)

a.Presentations at international meetings 
(Authors, title, year, meeting)



b.Presentations at national meetings
(Authors, title, year, meeting)



c.Presentations at local meetings
(Authors, title, year, meeting)








[bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]

12. Letters from the applicant and the promotor(s)
A. Letter from the applicant 
	In this letter, the applicant demonstrates his/her motivation for initiating the project 
(maximum 500 words, Helvetica font, 12-point size).





B. Letter from the promotor 

	Include a statement from the promotor confirming that he/she:
· is committed to supervising the applicant throughout this project
· will provide the necessary facilities
· and explains why he/she supports the applicant’s project

Please scan the letter and insert it as an “image”.

















C. Letter from the second promotor (if there is a second promotor)

	Please scan the letter and insert it as an “image”.





















D.Letter of support from a researcher familiar with the applicant (optional; maximum two)

	Please scan the letter and insert it as an “image”.













[bookmark: OLE_LINK5][bookmark: OLE_LINK6]

13. Selected bibliography of the promotor(s)

A. Provide a list of a maximum of 5 of the promotor’s most important publications, representative of his/her career. Indicate which publications are relevant to this project (in bold).
(Authors, title, journal, volume, page, year, impact factor)
	1.

	2.

	3.

	4.

	5.




B. Provide a list of a maximum of 5 of the second promotor’s most important publications (if a second promotor is involved), representative of his/her career. Indicate which publications are relevant to this project (in bold).
(Authors, title, journal, volume, page, year, impact factor)

	1.

	2.

	3.

	4.

	5.







14. Financial support from the MMD Support Fund

	Starting date
	

	End date
	

	Number of years for which the applicant is applying
(max. 2 years)
	

	Institute/Department
	

	Applicant’s level (PhD student/postdoctoral researcher/other)
	

	Full-time/part-time (percentage)
	

	Amount requested per year (EUR)
	

	Total amount requested (EUR)
	

	Have you submitted a grant application for this project to other research funding organisations?
Yes/No (please provide the names)
	

	In the event that a grant from the MMD Support Fund is awarded to me, I confirm that I will use this grant to work on the proposed project (Yes/No)
	

	I agree that the grant from the MMD Support Fund cannot be used for operating costs, the purchase of equipment, or overhead costs (Yes/No)
	






15.References

List of all references used in the proposed project

(In alphabetical order according to the surname of the first author) 
(Authors, title, journal, volume, pages, year)
(Helvetica font, 12-point size)
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